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King had a guard of women who were relieved at stated
hours like soldiers ; but Soopaya-Lat took good care of
him, and if he looked at another woman, woe betide that
unfortunate creature. That she employed " refined
cruelty " and that she tortured her victims seems certain;
and the nuns told me that they have sat with her in one
room while women were being beaten in the next, and
that the Queen and her Court were highly amused by
their cries, and treated it all as the most enjoyable fete.

* I can't make out that she had much amusement in
the daytime.   She was fond of music and if there were
any European ladies at Mandalay she used to get them
to come and play the piano to her, but they had to do so
kneeling.    A photographer used to be sent for some-
times, and he was kept photographing all the ladies of
her Court the whole day long.   Another day she would
look through all her albums and study the very ugly
photographs  therein.     I  saw numbers  of them,  and
bought one.

* When (after his surrender to us) King Theebaw left
the Palace, his hands were crossed before him, and he
had a wife on each side ; he thus led them out and seems
to have behaved with considerable dignity.     What a
terribly dramatic ending to Soopaya's greatness !    Not
even a gold coach to go away in;  only a square box of
a vehicle, in which she and the King and her mother
all crowded together.    They were followed by women
carrying trays full of goods, but many of these ran away
and escaped with the things/

King Theebaw and his Queen were by then living in
sulky exile at Ratnigiri on the Bombay coast. The
Dufferins, on leaving Mandalay, returned in slow state
to Madras and Calcutta.

The pacification of Burmah was not (in spite of the
admirable regulations which Lord Dufferin had pro-
mulgated) as rapid a performance as had been its